
Ready or Not...Here We Go! 

 
Low inventory and increasing prices. That’s the 
story. Like many other months of 2016, 
December was frustrating for buyers across 
Washington state as they encountered depleted 
inventory and rising prices. Post-election hikes 
in interest rates - with more on the  
horizon -- added to would-be homeowners' 
worries. 
  
Northwest Multiple Listing Service statistics for 
December show year-over-year drops in new 
listings, but gains in pending sales, closed sales 
and prices. Pending sales (mutually accepted 
offers) in the four-county Puget Sound region 
reached their highest level since 2005. 
  
At the end of December, MLS figures show 
inventory (10,571 listings) was nearly 15.6 
percent below year-ago levels (12,522 listings), 
with about 90 percent of the selection being 
single family homes. Closed sales also finished 
on a strong note with brokers reporting 7,575 
completed transactions during December. That's 
up more than 6.8 percent from a year ago when 
members notched 7,091 closed sales. 
  
The overall median price for single family homes 
and condominiums that sold during December 
was $343,950; a year ago it was $315,000. King 

County prices jumped 12.2 percent, from 
$450,000 in December 2015 to $505,000 for last 
month's sales. For single family homes (excluding 
condominiums) the median price for December's 
sales was $550,000, unchanged from October 
and November. Prices peaked this year in King 
County in June, reaching $573,522. The median 
price on December closed sales of condos was 
$280,000. Condo prices in King County jumped 
more than 12 percent, from $279,975 a year ago 
to last month's sales price of $314,000. 
  
Consumers should expect prices to continue 
edging upward. NAR indicates we are 70,000 
units short of meeting the housing needs in the 
Puget Sound area. Builders are just flat out 
running out of urban land. 

- NWMLS 
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3 Top Home Design Trends  for 2017 

Velvet: A hot fashion trend right now, velvet is expected to make a big splash in interior design next  

year. Look for velvet fabrics and textures to weave their way into anything from throw pillows to upholstered   

couches and curtains.  

Jewel Colors: Saturated colors like emerald green or sapphire blue will take center stage in 2017. From  

artwork to furniture, these vibrate hues will be popping up everywhere, bringing life and richness to homes.  

Marble Surfaces: Marble, especially in shades of white and light gray, will be one of 2017’s biggest design 

trends. Experts predict marble will become an increasingly popular material for countertops, flooring and  

tabletops, as well as in everyday household items like serving platters or vases.                

                                                                                                                                                                            Source: Zillow                                                                      

NEWSFLASH! NEWSFLASH! We need listings! Period. 
With the low housing inventory in our area, NOW is great time to 
sell. If you or your friends have considered downsizing, moving 
away or maybe are tired of being a homeowner, SELLING is the 
name of the game right now. And in some of our neighborhoods, 
sellers are getting $50-$100K MORE than their list price and waiving 
all contingencies, including the inspection. 
Give me a call at 206-595-7700 or email me if you know of anyone 
looking to buy or sell or just want a free market analysis to know 
your estimated home value…...I LOVE referrals!!! 

tel:(206)%20595-7700


Ways to Improve Your Finances 
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 Create an investment plan 

 Compare car insurance rates 

 Check your credit report and score 

 Transfer to 0% credit card interest 

 Consolidate insurance policies 

 Refinance your mortgage 

 Increase your 401k contribution gradually 

 Refinance student loans 

 Audit monthly bills 

 Automate your savings 

Roger Morris, Realtor® 

(206) 595-7700 

rogermorris@cbbain.com 

Best Snow Activities Near Seattle 

 
Northwest Dogsled Adventures 
Cle Elum, WA 98922 
(206) 234-7291 
www.northwestdogsledadventuresllc.com 
 
Sleigh Rides In Leavenworth 

Leavenworth, WA 98826 

www.iciclevillage.com 

 
Paradise Visitor’s Center On  
Mt. Rainier 
Mount Rainier National Park 
55210 238th Ave. E. 
Ashford, WA 98304 
(360) 569-6575 
www.nps.gov 
 
Hyak Sno-Park 
Exit 54, off I-90 
Snoqualmie Pass, WA 98068 
(509) 656-2230 
www.parks.state.wa.us 
 
Crystal Mountain Ski Resort 
33914 Crystal Mountain Blvd. 
Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(360) 663-2265 
www.crystalmountainresort.com 
 

 

 SEATTLE IN PROGRESS 
 
Our namesake site is a free desktop 
and mobile web app for seeing 
what's being built in Seattle. Think of 
it as a modern alternative to the “notice of proposed land 
use” boards currently posted at  construction sites. Find any 
proposed or under construction building in Seattle, see high 
quality 3D architectural renderings and learn how you can 
shape development in your neighborhood.  
Try it now at www.seattleinprogress.com 

Tips for Creating a Home for Aging  
Owners 

  
When I went through my home remodel last year, it  
occurred to me halfway through the process that when I 
reach a stage when I couldn’t do stairs, I had just created a 
space that I could potentially live in and rent the upstairs,  
allowing me to stay in my home longer. 
  
Here are some ideas and adjustments that can be made to 
your apartment or house to help you stay in your home as 
long as possible. 
 
Add grab bars. There are models that look like a towel or 
shampoo rack but are sturdy enough to support enough 
weight if installed properly. Increase lighting and replace 
toggle switches with either a dimmer or a rocker switch. If 
there are stairs, add reflective tape if needed so you can 
see where each one ends. Use a bright colored bath mat so 
you can always see it. 
 
Make a decision about that pretty throw rug, which can be 
a trip hazard. Secure to the floor, donate or hang it. Select 
light fixtures with two bulbs. Add a lazy susan to corner 
shelves to make it easier to reach items in the back of the 
cupboard. 
 
Replace a standard toilet, usually between 14-15 inches 
high, with a comfort-height toilet, which is 17 to 19 inches 
high. Widen doorways if needed for walker and wheelchair 
access. 
 
If you want to get more complex, remove the bathtub and 
install a walk-in shower with a seat. Get a hand-held  
shower head. If needed, consult an occupational therapist, 
an interior designer, an architect and/or a contractor who 
has age-in-place certifications to make your space work for 
you.  

http://www.northwestdogsledadventuresllc.com/
http://www.iciclevillage.com/explore/winter-activities/sleigh-rides.htm
http://www.nps.gov/mora/planyourvisit/winter-recreation.htm#CP_JUMP_192345
http://parks.state.wa.us/647/Snow-Play-Sno-Parks
http://www.crystalmountainresort.com/
http://www.seattleinprogress.com/

